CHAPTER    I
RALPH RASHLEIGH was the son of London shopkeepers
of decent rank, received a sound education, and at the
end of his schooling he was articled to an established con-
veyancer in the vicinity of Chancery Lane, At the termina-
tion of the second year of his training it is known that, by
virtue of a provision in his indentures whereby he was
entitled to a small but sufficient allowance, he was able to
leave his master's roof-tree and live in a lodging of his own,
He had been subject to the normal amount of discipline
and surveillance until this freedom came to him, but there
is no great evidence that he was harshly treated, or that he
was greatly irked by this restraint. Indeed, very little is
known of his early youth, and nothing at all about his char-
acter and attainments as a child. Record is meagre, indeed,
of the years prior to his assumption of the alias of Ralph
Rashleigh. It is known that after attaining the freedom of
a personal lodging his chief concern, out of office hours,
was to indulge himself in such pleasures as his slender means
afforded. He was a weak, easy-going fellow, not positively
vicious, but apt to pursue any reasonably safe course which
would add to his means of living flashily as a man-about-
town. His legitimate means being scanty, he was prevented
from going to excess with his tavern companions and from
exercising the more expensive pleasures* He was a man
tasting and savouring fragments of dishes, the whole of
which only could have satisfied his taste and hunger. His
appetite for the lighter satisfaction of life was continually
whetted, but never really satisfied.
There was among his acquaintance a young articled
clerk, similarly circumstanced to himself, who seemed not
to be under any monetary disability. Rashleigh came to